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called a Convention and élected’ its members. 
That party Convention framed a document, | 


of any law,—just as the same forms might be 
gone through with by the American Party in 
this State’or the Democratic Party in Massa- 
chusetis. And it never had one particle more 
of validity than would a similar proceeding by 
any party in any State. 

Besides, all this took place two years ago— 
when the population of Kansas was less than 
half what it is at present and under an entire- 
ly different state of political and social affairs, 
More than half the present inhabitants of Kan- 
gas have never had an opportunity of voting 
upon this Constitution, and cannot, therefore, 
be assumed to be in favor of its provisions. 

But there is a still more serious and . fatal 
objection to this movement of Governor Ros- 
trson. He and his friends entered inte the 
State election of last October and elected a 
majority of the members of: the. Territorial 
Legislature. Not only in:that act, but by sub; 
sequently’ taking part in the ‘extra are] 
called by’ Mr. Stanronyithey. TOO 
Validity: and’ rightfar® Faiott of chit be chit vedye 
We should:like to know how they can recon- 
cile this action with their’ révoghifion; of ant 
other Legislature. ‘Are there two rightful Leg- 
islatures in Kansas at the same time?.’ Are 
the Topeka Legislature, and the Legis- | 
lature elected in. October ‘both valid, ; 
and both in possession. .of . authority 
de. jure at.once? It is scarcely possible | 
that the logic of even Jn Lanz should not : 
suffice to expose the absurdity. of such .a posi- 
tion. Dr. Ronryson must certainly understand 
perfectly well that either the Topeka Legisla- 
ture or the Legislature elected in October is 
a usurpation. As he took part in the creation 
of both perhaps he is entitled to. choose be-, 
tween them,—but he certainly cannot. sustain. 
both. Now which will he throw overboard? ; 

The plain fact-to which we cannot shut our 
eyes is, that the Free-State Party in Kansas. 
-seems to be in. a condition.of utter division’ 
and eonfusion.. It has nosettied policy, noefi- 
cient organization, no unity of-action, and we. 
suspect no unity of purpose. or ,of principle.: 
While the great masse of its members desire 
mainly and earnestly .a speedy settlement of 
affairs upon the basis of popular rights and 
the popular will, there are two or thrée cliques 

of leaders, each of which seeks simply its own 
political and personal advantage. Now one 
ofthem gets the ascendancy and then another. 
At onetime they resolve to vote,—at another 
they are eager to fight., One day they rally at 
the ballot-box and carry the point—the next, 
as if alarmed at their success, they. stay. away 
and leave evérything Baad the Hands of their 
‘opponents. : Governor.‘ Rosinsox veneareaee | 
‘Lane, at the ‘GraasHopper, Fale acct 
*were in favor of. voting: in’ ? this:pol- | 
“fey. was adopted,—they;; carried thé Legicla- 
“ture, ahd now seem disposed to-discard its au- 
thority and erect the Topeka Legislature upon 
its ruins. Governor Rosson, at the Law- 
rence Convention, wasin favor of voting for 
State officers. in January, but was overruled 
and said he should acquiesce :—at Topeka, a 
few days after, he declared himself in favor of 
voting nevertheless. There:seems to be no 
such thing as steadiness of purpose and sta-. 
bility of action in-the'Free-State. Party, and it 
can be scarcely surprising, therefore, that they 
should be constantly outwitied and overborne 
by. their opponents. - 

Te tn'ndb ebay $0 wes -whatia to be the renal: 
of this instability and: this inharmonious ac- 
tion.on the part of the .Free-State men. It | 
certainly gives to their opponents ‘very. pam 
advantages over them, and. nme 
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q Poaaint sr shaieigad pam 
ri scheme of reform,: with a bitter opposition ! 
arrayed against him, with a divided Cabinet at | , “Some of these letters wer 
diminished popularity ‘in fier Gor. . 3 = ere A 
se tan 00! 
which 


contct, i is not eagy to soe how he ean avold 


cratic sympathies, strong as. they are known. 
to be, might,” doubtless, be -sacrificed if he 
could command the-setvicds “of any'orle tapa- |- 
ble of ‘modeling a\ project which should meet 
at-once the ‘wishes .of ‘the more’ 

Whigs and the demands of the more. resolute 
Yiberals: ° Bat no pact 
lis followers; and *we'hold- it, therefore, to be 
nearly certain that the next: session’ of the 
English Parliament will witness either a seri- 


purpose |. ous modification or a complete’ recasting of 


heard, and tries its Sens by 
- some decisive test. 
Such an emergency is now impending 
over the politics of England, and sich a test 
will ere Jong be applied to the actual Ministry 
of Queen Vicroria: It would be hard to 3 
what are the claims in virtue of whi 
Cabinet of Lord Patwerston now direc 
fortunes of Great Britain. No +bocpraedard 
of are Cabinet, with the. exception . of the 
Earl of Crammupon, has ever fairly earned by 
public services, in any positive and prominent 
field, the greatness which has been thrust upon 
them all. The himself leads ‘his fel-. 
lows rather. by dint of . his superior personal 
value, his prompt and vigorous will, his ready 
wit and facile perception of the tides of things, 
than by the force “of any peculiar ability in: 
statesmanship, ofany extraordinary patriotism, 
or of any commanding- policy. The name of. 
Lord Patwerston is not ‘adsociated with any" 
one of the.great social or political movements 
‘of- ‘the last half-century, He has always: been 
} of expedients, and an apt waiter dipén 
ence, rather than. great ‘authority od , 
any pune k ofdomestic interegt,, or, of world. | 
wide significance... He has:spén One Miniater 
after. another go. down in the.shock of some 
critical, collision between the various parties 
of the State, and taking a felicitous advan- 
tage. of the. confusion consequent upon’ the 
issues which he had skillfully avoided, he has 
once. and again. accepted the happy. fortune 
whiohi he had in nowise contributed to prepare. 
It .was.in this way that he rose from 
‘the chaos of the Crimean difficulties into the 
-practical dictatorship of English politics. He 
‘took the helm of affairs at the very moment 
. when the national current had begun to drift 
the ship into her proper course, and he has 
prospered upon ‘the ‘prosperity which neither 
he nor his ‘colleagues so. much as aided to 
“achieve. Had-no new troubles arisen in the 
, political werld he might have long continued 
‘to manage the Commons and to fas¢inate the 
-people of ‘England by the brilliant dexterity 
in which he excels all his cotemporaries. But 
the. near Parliamentary future of England 
threatens the astute old Minister with an op- 
} position far more formidable than the— for- 
tuitous concourse of atoms,” over which he 
triumphed so easily on the question of the 
Chinese War atthe dissolution of the last Par- 
liament. * Two great subjects are now pressing 
upon the.attention of.the English representa- 
tives,either of which might well suffice to shelve 
a Ministry of more.golid basis.than that of Lord 


Paturaston. The ais of batsuak and 


the remodelling: pf 3 
‘public ly oe 
1. themes, can. poasibly gave. the | 
Palmerston Government from being .dashed 
upon the. Eastern Scylla or submerged by the 
-doméstic Charybdis. On the Indian question 
«Lord Patwersron is particularly. weak. He 
has committed himself to a positive recon- 
struction of the Indian Government, and, by 


implication, to a direét assault upon the East. 


India Company. This arrays against him at 
once the whole strength of the East Indian in- 
terest in England—a strength which Lord Pat- 
MERSTON, With his characteristic contemptof the 
middle .classes, has undoubtedly underesti- 
mated. The immense value of the East India 
stock which is held.in England, is of itself the 
‘guarantee of a vigorous resistance to any 
meditated.annihilation of the Company. But 
the Company has other and even more puissant 

| vegourees of defence. The Indian Empire of 

| England hag been well described as the em- 
“pire of the middie classes. It was founded by 
| yo g and the genius of mercantile En- 
Tt has: been maintained and ex- 


his pe a even among 
who, shall favor the « project’ of 
transferring the control of 1 India. to the Home 


the English Government. 


_ The Naval Retiring Board. 

The archives of the Circumlocution never 
contained amore brilliant and striking exam- 
ple of “how not to do it” than has been fur- 
nished by’ the attempt to’ reform the Navy. 
The whole business of the. Naval Retiring 
Board and the Naval Courts of Inquiry has 
now fallen into what may be called a “ precious 
muss” with entire propriety. The original 
‘*Board” of fifteen members performed the 
duty assigned to them with a celerity and off- 
handed dispatch which would have done honor 
to a drum-head Court-Martial. - They had the 
important task assigned them of putting off 
duty all the incompetent officers in the Navy, 
and they did it with a promptness and deci- 
sion which have rarely been equaled and never 
excelled since the palmy days of the French . 
Republic, when the guillotine was never per- 
mitted to stand still. Out of five hundred off- | Ga, 
cers, two hundred -and thirty were retired, 
furlonghed, or dropped,.in an inconceivably || ‘ 
brief period of time. According to an arithmet-. 
ical calculation, just twelve minutes and forty 
seeonds was the amount- éf time bestowed 
upon each .cage,. including every gradé. of 
office ‘from the highest ‘to the lowest. - This 
was 80 manifestly unjust.that Congreas, after: 


‘déhatinig the niatter nearly a whole se@sion} at 


Jast appointed three Courts of Inquiry to revise . 


how are, the Premier will go my om 
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City we have been accustomed to-anexe Badan? = 
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‘thé hasty deéisions of the: Retiting* Boards}: 


After being in session neerly a year, at an ex- 
pense of about a million of dollars, the thrée 


Courts made their report tothe President, the | 


President sent their recommendations to the 
Senate with his approval, and the Senate has 


determined to subject them to another re- | no 


vision. The whole matter 
thrown into its: normal condition, and the re- 
tired, furloughed and dropped officers are 


is- once more |- 


again hanging by the eyelids, uncertain what | 


their fate is to be, for though the nomi- 
nations of the Courts ‘were all : passed 


in a. lump, it was. with a resolution [ 


attached that a motion might at any time be 
made for the reconsideration of any particular 
case. There ig‘ not, therefore, any chance of 
this troublesome affair being very speedily dis- 
posed of, and the unhappy officers will be kept 
in a state of suspense for an indefinite period. 
In thé meanwhile a proposition for virtually 
increasing the Navy is now before the Senate, 
and the service bids fair to be in amuch worse 
and more confused condition than it was when 
the attempt at reform was first introduced by 
Senator Matiorr. The lesson to be learned 
from the course of the Naval Retiring Board 
will be, that in all similar cases the better way 
will be to let bad enough alone. -Any attempt | 
“at ip pag will be only sure to make the 
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very few mén.would.éscape the lunatic asylum 
‘if: their: conduct: were strictly investigated: by 
a commission de lunatico inquirendo. A strik- 
ing illustration in point was afforded in Phila- 
delphia lagt week, on the trial of Surrs for the’ 
murder of Carrzr. .One of the witnesses for 
the defence, Mr. Marcus A. Davis, testified to 
a conversation with the prisoner, and_ said 
“when he broached politics he cursed and 
swore ; he was speaking in regard to Kansas ; 
damning the way they had done things, and 


‘eursing the Administration ; this was.an ele- 


ment that helped me to form my opinion ofin- 
sanity.” 

The “element” of insanity in this case 
would be perfectly conclusive with some 
jurors, while ‘with others it would be regarded 
as evidence of the most undoubted sanity. If 
the Jury should be’of the same opinion as.the . 
witness, Mr, Bucnanan ought at once to re- 
ward Mr. Mancus A. Davis. with one of the 
best offices in his gift; for having discovered 
such an irrefragible element of insanity. . We 
‘might mention the name of’one of our City : 
cotemporaries who, by a test like thia, would | 
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teen acts in the arena ; the performance of ho tained ‘ 


terplecs. 

National Tatatre.—The local drama, called | 
«“ Linda, the Cigar Girl ;” the “ Widow's Victim,” 
and the “ Lady of the Lake,” are announced for to- 
night. 


of Conp’s Ledger story, The 
The Maid of the War-Path,” will be produced here 
to-night, A variety of entertainments in the after. 
noon, 

BUCKLEY’s SERENADERS.—This celebrated. band 
of Minstrels is once more under way et No, 444 
Broadway. Dicx Surseand J, Mciiaeas, the 
dancers, are recent important additions 
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